Samoa Alaska Flag Day

By: Lucy T. Hansen, Chairman 2005

 
Polynesian Association of Alaska invited Samoan Churches around Anchorage for this special celebration. Few of these churches participated. The PAA and the Chairman Lucy Hansen we are very proud of all those who made this celebration a remarkable one. It is a historical first Flag Day of the Samoan in Alaska. We are looking forward for the next coming year.  

Thanks to the Assembly of God, Reverend Ciulisoe Taupea Savini for his words of encouragement in leading our ceremony. Many thanks for Bishop To’omaga H. Scanlan with the whole Samoa Mormon Church Choir of Anchorage which made this day a very special day for all the Samoans and the Polynesians in Alaska. The representative of Atoa o Alii and Samoan Community from Missouri, mahalo and thanks to you for coming to witnessed and celebrate this special event with Polynesians and Samoans in Alaska. But this would not be completed without our Lovely State of Alaska, our Honorable Lt. Governor Loren Leman and our Anchorage Mayor Mark Begich. Fa’afetai tele afio mai! We also like to give the fa’afetai tele to the people of Alaska for coming out and be with us on this historical event. Fa’amalo!

The VIP List:

Alaska Honorable Lt. Governor Loren Leman

Anchorage Honorable Mayor Mark Begich

Atoa O Ali’i of Hawai’ i , President Chief Alo Lupeomatasila Williams 

Atoa O Ali’i of Hawai’i ,Speaker Talking Chief Tupa’i Mulipola 

Reverend Ciulisoe Taupea Savini, Assembly of God Church of Alaska

Bishop To’omaga H. Scanlan, Samoa Mormon Church of Anchorage

Assistant Pastor Puni Manu, First LMS of Samoa Anchorage.

Fuatia Luafata Taviuni, Samoan Community in Missouri

Mua’itaua Ulberg of the Samoan Community in Missouri

Moeimalaetele Aulupo Savini Tuga, Retired School Teacher of Manu’a Tele

Aufiapese and Fa'afiafiaga 
1. Polynesian Association of Alaska 
2. Mutini & Group 
3. Amituan'ai & Group 
4. Paepeulup'o Group 
5. Lumana'i o Samoa 
6. Ekalesia A Iesu Keriso (Lotu Mamona) 
7. Ekalesia Alaska II (LMS) 
 

Picture will be display as they become available. . 

Please continue to the next page for remarks from the Lt. Governor of Alaska
 
 
*LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR’S REPORT* 
By Loren Leman 
Lieutenant Governor 
August 4, 2005 
 
<http://ltgov.state.ak.us/autophotos/jayhammondphoto.jpg>*JAY HAMMOND <http://ltgov.state.ak.us/autophotos/jayhammondphoto.jpg>: AN ALASKA LEGEND:* Former Governor Jay Hammond died Tuesday at his Lake Clark homestead. He was 83. Jay Hammond was a longtime friend <http://www.ltgov.state.ak.us/news.php?id=1748>, and I valued his political insights. Although he is perhaps best known for his tireless support for the Permanent Fund and its associated dividend, Hammond also left his mark on natural resource, environmental and social policy of our State. Carolyn and I offer our deep respect and condolences to Jay’s wife Bella and their daughters Heidi and Dana. I am particularly fond of this from Jay, written January 12, 2003: 
/ 
“Since in the end all that really matters are faith, family and friends, I first want to thank the good Lord for having grabbed me by the scruff of the neck and hauled me from the dark side into the light of His saving grace. And, if faith be nothing more than ‘an opiate for the unthinking masses’ as skeptics scoff, then I thank God for that addiction and the spiritual 'high' that came with it. I can but imagine the bleakness of life devoid of faith.”/ 
 
ALASKA MARINE KILLED IN ACTION:* I learned this afternoon that U.S. Marine Lance Cpl. Grant B. Fraser, 22, was killed in Iraq yesterday. Lance Cpl. Fraser graduated from Service High School in Anchorage and was a member of the Marine Forces Reserve's 4th Reconnaissance Battalion, 4th Marine Division out of Elemendorf AFB. My heartfelt condolences go out to his parents, family and friends. * 
________________________________________________________________________ 
** 
TRAINED AND READY:* The 4th Battalion, 23rd Infantry Division <http://www.tomahawks.us/present_day.htm> deployment ceremony July 22 at Fort Richardson <http://ltgov.state.ak.us/autophotos/deploy_1.jpg> is a reminder of how we must continue to support our troops. The “Tomahawks <http://ltgov.state.ak.us/autophotos/deploy_2.jpg>” will be deployed to Iraq to help keep and solidify peace in this tumultuous region. I made sure they know Alaska is proud of them, and we will support their families <http://ltgov.state.ak.us/autophotos/deploy_3.jpg> while they are gone. They are confident, well-trained and ready to serve. Welcome to Major General Charles Jacoby, the new commander of U.S.Army Alaska. 
 
The 172nd Stryker Brigade Combat Team <http://www.wainwright.army.mil/172_SBCT/mainpage.htm> at Fort Wainwright in Fairbanks had their final farewell in a deployment ceremony last Thursday. This is the beginning of a year-long tour for 3,800 soldiers to Iraq. We remember those they leave behind as well. 
 
*LEADERS…MENTORS…FATHERS:* Carolyn and I are saddened by the loss of four fine Boy Scout leaders in the terrible accident at the scouting Jamboree in Virginia last week. Each of the four men contributed immensely to scouting and to Alaska. We are richer for their lives and will miss them greatly. The legacy of Ron Bitzer, Mike Shibe, Mike Lacroix and Scott Powell is in the lives of those they guided and mentored. 
 
*_______________________________________________________________________*TALOFA, AMERICAN SAMOA!:* To mark the 105th anniversary of American Samoa becoming a U.S. territory, last Saturday I welcomed <http://www.ltgov.state.ak.us/speeches.php?id=1760> attendees to the Samoan Flag Day Celebration <http://ltgov.state.ak.us/large_photo.php?id=75> on the Delaney Park Strip in Anchorage. We watched as flags were raised in remembrance of freedom and appreciation of Polynesian culture in a symbolic and impressive flag ceremony. The friendships among the United States, American Samoa, Western Samoa and the Island of Tonga were celebrated during the event. 
 
 
*FORE! PUBLIC RADIO:* Last week I joined Mike Felix <http://ltgov.state.ak.us/autophotos/050726attceomikefelixll.jpg>, president of AT&T Alascom, and other friends of public radio to raise funds for APRN and KNBA at the annual AT&T Alascom golf tournament at O’Malley’s on the Green in Anchorage. In my comments <http://www.ltgov.state.ak.us/speeches.php?id=1764> at the recognition luncheon, I noted Alaska radio pioneer Augie Hiebert, ham radio operators and the U.S.Army Signal Corps as valuable precursors to today’s public radio that reaches more than 250 communities in our State. 
 
*FIESTA FILIPINO:* Governor Murkowski and I joined the celebration of the11th anniversary of the Fil-Am Showtime on July 23. This television program features news and commentary from not only our Filipino community, but also many of our other minority communities in Alaska. Congratulations to Nez and Juliette Danguilan, as well as their support staff and sponsors, for their tireless commitment to the success of this program. 
 
*FAREWELL, DREW SCALZI:* Last week, my good friend and former Representative Drew Scalzi <http://ltgov.state.ak.us/archive.php?id=1751&type=1> died after a long battle with cancer. He was 53. I have good memories about the considerable contributions from this fine legislator and Kenai Peninsula Borough assemblyman. Carolyn and I plan to attend his memorial service at the Seafarers' Memorial near the end of the Spit in Homer at 3 pm tomorrow and we offer our condolences to his family and friends. 
 
*WEDDING BELLS:* In a few hours, the newly married Russ and Ellen (Schultz) Kelly are headed to visit family on the East Coast. Russ is a special assistant in my office and his lovely bride works for the Department of Fish and Game. Carolyn and I and all of their co-workers wish them well as they begin their new life together. 
 
*UPCOMING EVENTS: *Tomorrow I will help open the “Fore the City <http://www.ltgov.state.ak.us/news.php?id=1757>” charity golf tournament in Anchorage to raise needed funds for GraceAlaska charities including the Downtown Soup Kitchen. Next Tuesday Carolyn and I will meet former Russian President Boris Yeltsin at a reception in Anchorage hosted by Governor and Mrs. Murkowski. On Wednesday I will be in Fairbanks to speak to the Alaska Farm Bureau and serve seniors at the Tanana Valley State Fair. On Friday, August 12, I will speak in Anchorage to a support group for the Native-led Beauty for Ashes program, a ministry to people dealing with hurts and recovery from alcohol addiction, sexual abuse, suicide and domestic violence. 
 

